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EDITORIAL

.
Shravana: A Season of Rain, A Season of Reckoning - P _,"1‘»

-
This is the month of Shravana or Xaon— the monsoon in India. After an intense spell of
dryness brought on by El Nifio, whose influence was felt across the globe, the rains arriving
in most parts of India, including the Northeastern region, come as a welcome respite.

The cycle of seasons is an inevitable and necessary part of life on this planet — for crops, for
forests, for rivers, and for us. But today, the changes in our climate are bearing unprecedented
signs that are affecting all living beings on Earth, and that 1s a cause for deep concern. Much
has been said and done. Protests have been held, policies drafted, and activism carried out
day after day. Yet too much of it remains on pen and paper. It often feels as if nations and
people are more preoccupied with chasing wealth, influence, and power, while real
environmental action is pushed to the back burner.

Instead, what we witness 1s a relentless plundering of natural resources. We see excessive
deforestation carried out in the name of "development." We see environmental protection
reduced to a buzzword — used by leaders and public figures to showcase a humane image
while hiding the contradictions behind it. For many students, it has been reduced further to
just another chapter to be mugged up for examinations.

Nowhere is this contradiction more visible than in our own towns. It 1s strange, and painful,
to see the amount of litter in any town in Assam. The more environmental topics we insert
into textbooks, the more cleanliness drives we organize, the uglier and dirtier our towns and
cities seem to become. There is an all-pervading sense of apathy among citizens. We wait for
the municipality to clean, for the government to act, for "someone else" to care.

Who, then, can be the real torchbearers of change? Perhaps it is the deeply humane
individuals such as the poets, artists, writers, and teachers who can spearhead movements that
shake people out of the drowsiness of self-interest and materialism. Poets as activists are not
new. From Kalidasa singing of rainclouds to modern poets writing against damns and
deforestation, verse has always carried protest. But it feels as if we need them now more than
BYER

We need their verses to speak against the blatant destruction of nature. We need their stories
to remind us that a river is not just water, but memory. We need their art to awaken the
human spirit, to turn our focus from "mine" to "ours" — from personal gain to social and
universal well-being.

This Shravana, as the rain washes the dust from the leaves, may it also wash something from
us! That is our indifference. Let the monsoon not just be a season we endure, but a reminder
we heed: that we are part of this cycle, not above it. And if textbooks and drives have failed,
maybe it is time to let poems, songs, and paintings do what policy could not. To make people
feel, before it is too late.

With these reflections and sense of hope, we bring to you yet another issue of the Assam
Muse Poetry & Prose Magazine. We hope this issue of the magazine will, like its previous
editions, be embraced by writers, literary connoisseurs and readers alike with the same
warmth, critical engagement and continued support.

Warm regards
Dr.Shyamolima Saikia
Executive Editor



Declaration

This edition of Assam Muse Poetry & Prose Magazine is dedicated to the
memory of those we lost, and to all those affected by the recent devastating floods
in Upper Assam.

We offer our deepest condolences to the grieving families, our solidarity and
support to those rebuilding their lives and our prayers for resilience, strength and
patience for all.



Funeral Pyre
Hindol Bhattacharjee
Translated by Pradip Mondal

This is sepia air, arboreal mind 1s stripped in eventide;
Dream for green is after some unreachable power.
Somebody suggested us to make axe, the sound of axe is
heard in dark forest.

Man strikes a tree, strikes himself; habits die hard.

Are all civilizations annals of burnt and felled trees?
Tree lines recede ever—even from the countryside.
Villages get ravished by urban mercenaries?

If a child is born in the brick kiln,

Spring is destined to come, flower is destined to bloom.
I see fire everywhere, fire that burns a city to ashes.
Yonder is a burning ghat of trees;

Trees burn to build funeral pyres for men.



Flicker in the gloaming
Namrata Talukdar

Dusk till dawn it is, moving in exploration

Of uncharted skins of the shivering form.

In exploration of undying desires.

On the behest of unconditional love.

Two is equal to one, giving up to the demands of the fragile body.
Dusk till dawn, a journey so precarious.

The moment of truths, the moment of hollow fits.

Unleash and pour, don’t pull behind.

Unleash your flicker in the gloaming,

Dusk till dawn, in surpassing illusions,

Whileinhaling nothing but only raw smirks.

Either you think you are the best or the worst.

Dusk till dawn, a sight concealed while one roams the slumber park.
Dusk is about to collect the fallen stars of dignity.

And dawn promises to embellish them once again.



The Virtual Universe
By Devendra K Mishra

Away from the

human gaze

secluded and desolate

in the silhouette of

the cybernated landscape
suffocating and crumbling
in the stifling loneliness
amidst the crowded
virtual realm

I left the wild, messy,
slow and scrawled
shaking handwritten words
for the immaculate words
swaggering in confidence
with their cool fonts

as if I had been

no longer in the flesh
utterly oblivious to
human flocking
disappearing in

the digital maze

of spiritless

comments and likes
feigning to be

over the moon

with a sobbing heart

Contact: dkm8445@gmail.com
Delhi NCR, India




What remains
Dan MBO Kuba

Where we lived,

With this unique perspective,
A mastery of light,

Framing the windows;

A significant heritage,

Up to independant expanding,
That makes it unique,

To reinvent a nnew life;

Trails to walk,

Under exacting eye,

For a luminous presence,
Captured in;

Some images remain,
On timeless allure,

That continues to inspire,
Where we had been;

Of surrounding area,
Within distance,
Allowing to live,

At a new city.



The Shattered Sanctuary
Jimmy Lisotto, New Hampshire

My shattered soul aches
For the feeling of safety
And sense of security
When enfolded in the arms
Of the one I love.

Their embrace a haven,

A sanctuary,

Locking out the world.

A warm shield

When the universe grew cold.

Their tender touch

Filling the cracks of the heart
Fractured by the stresses

Of a relentless life.

Without a single spoken word,
Just gazing deep into their eyes,
Their soul laid bare

Through open windows.

Those times have vanished
Into the ether.

All T have now

Is the torment of memories,
The bitter ache of loneliness,
And waking up from dreams
In an empty bed

With tears

Staining my pillow.



One Sunday Morning
Malachi Edwin Vethamani, Malaysia

My coffee tastes better this morning.
Sweetened by the bulbul

knocking on my bedroom window,

the chirping of the sparrows in garden hedge,
and the cooing of the doves,

from the neighbour’s rooftop.

My garden is all abloom -

yellow and pink canna,

hibiscus, red and orange,

white and purple water lilies;
bougainvillea, orange, red and purple,
the fragrance of jasmine and gardenia
hangs in the air.

My canine companions stand beside me -
Duke’s rubbing against my leg,

while I strokePrincesse’s furry neck;
both await their mid-morning treats.

I breathe in deep,
savour them all -
before they fade,
into the past.



Emerson Returns to the Bhagavad Gita
Steve Wilson, San Marcos, TX 78666

“A believer in unity, a seer of Unity, I yet behold two.”

If I am All, then what is
this /, this lurking someone?
If I am All, then what? Is
there a sinew shapes the song,
some ghost hope revealing
if I am All? Then what is
this? /: thislurking; someone.



The Unseen Warrior And A Soft Power
Nasima Yasmin

A dream girl, once an apple of the eyes,
Grows upto a mighty warrior

With shadows of ‘Jhansi ki Rani and
Kalpana’s spirit

To fight the struggles and difficulties,
Blocking on her way.

Woman - not a question

But an answer to life,

Who changes every pain to power
A soul that knows to love

With no hatred, worries or tears.

A peaceful homemaker handling

All kitchen households, family issues
In industries and workplaces
Knowing the harsh truth,

Of being she in the society.

Raising her voice against the odd

And leaving her footprint as mark

In the path that she stepped in,

Gradually life moulds better

Growing each and every day as she learns,
And tries harder the next time !

Being a responsible citizen

That knows to keep calm in situations

Or even cherish a kid's heart.

Though she may be a daughter, a wife or a
mother

Carrying the entire generation in her spine
Where the dreams of her grandmother and
mother

Drapped only into saris,
But daughters dare to ask —
Why can't we think out of the box ?

Though she breaks down she stands still
She smiles not because she is weak

But the wisdom to carry through

Not to be a sheep and to follow the herd
While showing joy as an act of courage.

Not just a book is she,

But a library

Burning and rebuilding herself into a
woman

She dreamt off —

Everyday in every ways

She tries to be

That the world could ever imagine.



Art and Shadow
Braja K Sorkar

Canvas, Window, and the Passing World

For years I watched the canvas on the wall,
Unknowing of the hand that drew the grace.
Raja Ravi Varma held my soul in thrall,
With standard beauty in a homely place.
My son brought Husain’s Saraswati home;
I never paused to check her sacred birth.

I did not care if she was made of foam,

A holy goddess, or a child of earth.

Now by the open window sits my shade,

To watch the rushing world go past the door.
My true companion when the glories fade,
We watch the sky change colors evermore.



The Return
Rehanul Hoque

As the rippling blue waves beacon

To set sail for a city- showered with crimson rays
Attics wearing scarlet hats, lush green trees,

And the alleys teeming with life

There a beauty with stolen glances await

A true love, although she is no shrinking violet
When comes the question of whether she is
Committed or not!

There must be something beyond

The horizon- where the waves Kkiss the sky

Heavy with nimbus; it is high time came a new morning,
A new day, a new life, a silver lining-

How far is the port, when to cross the sea,

And cast anchor!

Alas, the boat remains stranded there!
And t he tide, once receded,
Never comes twice.
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